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terrain that we trecked this afternoon. There are two pathways, one is for
carts and the other is a footpath and as the footpath is nearer, palanquins
and other traffic, go by the footpath way, nevertheless it is a very troublesome
journey during the rainy season. We crossed the waist deep stream Korataleru
by foot near Ponneri at a distance of two 'ghadiyas' (forty eight minutes
walking distance). During flood season boats are used for crossing this
stream. Vichhuru is a free gift inam village of Lingasettys. It accounts
for one thousand Varahas (four thousand rupees) of an annual income.
There are thirty brahmin houses and everything is available here. Near
the village there is a charming tank full of lotus flowers and is surrounded
by the sacred fig trees. I stayed here till next day afternoon.
People in this world crave for the divine appearance of the Lord, while
He is in their midst, in the form of a father or a mother, who daily guard them
by different actions and speech. Without realising that the Lord is present
before them and is talking to them daily, people in the world crave for the
divine presence of God. It is perhaps the divine veil Maya, the untrans-
gressive force of the Lord that is the cause for this.
2nd September,    1831
Starting at four in the evening on Friday the second we set out for a
great pilgrimage Tiruvattoor, which is eight miles distant and arrived
there by sunset. The track in salty clay. There is a checkpost at the midway
point where the bag and baggage are subjected to a check. There are four
check posts in Ghennapatnam on all the four sides. We crossed a canal
called 'Kakirne.' As it is a round about route to cross by the bridge, we
crossed it by boats. As it is rainy season, it is very muddy. Tiruvattoor is
a fine place and it is a source of joy for the people living in Ghennapatnam.
During the festivals of Brahmotsav and spring festival and during the fortnight
of the moon's increase (Sukla Paksha) the festivities will be in full swing after
midnight. Right from Chennapatnam to Tiruvattoor along the four miles
distance, there are choultries at very short distances. They spend their night
time in enjoying the pleasure of the pilgrims joy. They come and stay
comfortably and make the festival delightful. There are several choultries
constructed by persons from Ghennapatnam. There are wide roads here.
Streets are decorated with the coconut tree, tree avenues, large highly raised
embankments (Tinne) and sheds made of leaves. There is the fine temple
with a big tank. Everything is available. Extensive gardens are spreading
in this place. The maintenance of this temple is being looked after by the
son of Lingachetty. He spends nearly two thousand Varahas (nearly eight
thousand rupees) annually. Besides this charity, there is a big choultry and
a fine garden constructed by him. As he is born in the family of noble thoughts
of charity, he has that influence in him.
The legend of this place goes like this. Before creation the earth was
in deluge, Eswara the creator, as a prelude to creation, created a %
tree and sent it through a fiery wind, commanding it to stop at an appointed